IN THE/SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, please change the title to "VARIABLE BUOYANCY BUOY FOR 
MOORING MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING UNITS" according to the 


Examiner's suggestion. 

\/Page w 55, please change the title to "VARIABLE BUOYANCY BUOY 

* 

FOR MOORING MOBILE .OFFSHORE DRILLING UNITS" according to the 
Examiner' s suggestion. 


IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 


?n ( Amrnrlru-n rtor nfift in a f r i s exJ — i aoo r i n g line exLt.iidli ' 10 Lr^m 
the sea floor to the sea surface, a variable buoyancy jp&oy 
comprising : 

a frame having first and second ends; 

a first buoyancy member mounted on th&^ frame; 

a second buoyancy member [selecj>dTvely] removably mountable on 
the frame to change the buoyanp-y of the buoy; 

means for securing J>he second buoyancy member on the frame; 

and 

means located at the first and second ends of the frame for 
securing the buoy in the [riser] mooring line. 


31. (Amended) The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim 


:ther characterized by a plurality of second buoyancy members - 
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1 prrt i v q1 Y 1 — ^r - omo - vably mm - infahle on the frame to change— kke- 


buoyancy ojL^he^buby, and the /means for securing the second 


^^Ksy-ancyTrTembers in engagement with the frame, 


The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim )/l wherein 

/ 

the first buoyancy member and the second buoyancy members are 
formed from syntactic foam. 


the frame includes a shaft extending through the first buoyancy 
member, a fixed plate comprising one end of the frame secured 
to the shaft in engagement with the first buoyancjrmember, and a 
second plate comprising the opposite end yof the frame and 
selectively engageable with the shaft f 05/securing the variable 
buoyancy members in engagement therewi] 

34. (Amended) The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim 
33 wherein the [retaining! ^securing means comprises a fastener 
\ extending through the second plate and the shaft for securing the 
[second plate and the ^variable buoyancy members in engagement with 
;he shaft. 


35. 


ended) A variable buoyancy buoy comprising: 


2 
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* 


jjrstj j^frg^ecurablyTnC^ to th@ - f i^s . t ^n d nf f ramp- 

a second plate selectively positionable al^»g^the frame 


between the first and 



:ame; 


he frame adjacent to the 


a first buoyancy membe 
first plate; and 

a second b^(5yancy member [selectively] removably mountable on 
the frame between the first bu oyancy ^jrieniber and the second plate, 
wherejz^y the secon^i-^i^rte is positioned along the frame proximate 



cond buoyancy member, 



(Amended) The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim 
3o further comprises a third buoyancy member [selectively] 
removably mountable on the frame between the second buoyancy member 
and the first buoyancy member. 


1 


3n . (Amended) The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim 
^ further comprises a fourth buoyancy member [selectively] 
removably mountable on the frame between the second buoyancy member 
and the first buoyancy member. 


]n fu3 


(Amended) The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim 
irther comprises a fifth buoyancy member [selectively] 
removably mountable on the frame between the second buoyancy member 
and the first buoyancy member. 


HO 



v 
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^\ The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim y£ wherein 
the 'first buoyancy member and the second buoyancy member are formed 
from syntactic foam. 

4-@-r — Tho v a riabls ^ buoyanuy buuy au uo ^d-ing— fao Claim 35 whur &&e? 
the shaft includes a plurality /of space^^a^t^Tioles along at least 
a portion of the leng^u^f" S^e^^lrfaft that receive a fastener 

cond ]olajie--S4^2h--1^^ second plate may 

b^-^positioned in a plurality of locations along the shaft. 

The variable buoyancy buoy according to Claim ^€ further 
comprises first and second pad eyes respectively positioned on the 
first and second ends of the shaft. 



REMARKS 

The Examiner rejected claims 30-34 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The Examiner rejected claims 30, 31, 35- 
38, 40 and 41 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Corley. The Examiner rejected claims 32-34 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Corley in view of Havlick. 

Claims 30-41 remain for reconsideration in this application. 
For the reasons set forth in detail below, it is respectfully 
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